
January 17, 2021 

Gospel Reading 
John 1:35–42 

John the Baptist recognizes Jesus as the Lamb of God, and Jesus receives his first followers. 

Background on the Gospel Reading 
Although the liturgical season of Ordinary Time begins this week, today’s reading continues 

with the celebration of the Baptism of the Lord, which concludes the Christmas season. Today’s 

reading from the Gospel according to John immediately follows John the Baptist's testimony 

about Jesus and his identification of Jesus as the Lamb of God. Having been baptized by John, 

Jesus begins to gather followers. The first followers sought out Jesus because of the testimony 

and witness of John the Baptist. 

 

We are familiar with the title that John the Baptist uses for Jesus—the Lamb of God. We hear it 

weekly at the fraction rite during Mass. For those who heard John the Baptist, however, this title 

recalled key themes from the Old Testament. It alludes to the paschal lamb offered as a sacrifice 

when God freed the Israelites from slavery in Egypt, the event that is commemorated by the 

Jewish Passover celebration. The designation also recalls the prophet Isaiah’s description of the 

suffering servant of Israel. In using this name for Jesus, John the Baptist predicts Jesus’ passion 

and death and the new interpretation of Passover that will begin with Jesus’ Last Supper. 

 

We learn in today’s reading how Jesus’ first followers were gathered. The first two, Andrew and 

another man, were followers of John the Baptist. After hearing John’s testimony, they became 

followers of Jesus. During their time with Jesus, the details of which are not specified, Andrew 

and the other follower came to believe that Jesus was the Messiah. Andrew then brings his 

brother, Simon, to Jesus. Immediately, Jesus gave Simon a new name, calling him Peter, which 

means “rock” in Greek. The renaming of Simon to Peter is reported in all four of the Gospels. 

 

In the exchange between Andrew, the other disciple, and Jesus, we see an example of the usual 

pattern for first-century Jewish rabbinical schools. Jews sought out rabbis and established 

themselves as disciples of a particular rabbi. Jesus appears to have been unique in that he sought 

out individuals, inviting them to be his followers. In the passage that follows, John’s Gospel tells 

us how Jesus took the initiative in calling Philip and Nathanael. 

 

Jesus asks Andrew and the other disciple, “What are you looking for?” This is a telling question, 

and one that we might often ask of ourselves. John the Baptist testified to Jesus’ identity, the 

Lamb of God, using the framework of the Old Testament. Andrew, Simon, and the other first 

disciples were looking for the Messiah, whom they also came to know as the Son of God. What 

do we look for and what do we find in Jesus? 

Preparation for Sunday Scripture Readings 

1. Begin by inviting the children to join a club. Tell them one thing that would be good 

about the club. (Example: It will meet in a tree house.) Say: Who wants to come? If you 

want to join, you must say one more thing that you think would be good about our 

club. 

2. After a volunteer tells one thing, he or she should ask if someone else would like to join. 

The next volunteer must also say one thing that would be good about the club. 



3. After several children have taken turns, say: The Gospel this week tells us that people 

wanted to follow Jesus because they had heard from others how special he was. Read 

today’s Gospel, John 1:35-42. (Stand) Sign of the Cross on the forehead; lips and heart. 

This is the Good News of the Lord:  All; Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ 

4. Ask: Who does the Gospel say was first to tell people about Jesus? (John the 

Baptist) Who was next? (Andrew and another disciple) Who did Andrew tell about 

Jesus? (his brother, Simon) 

5. Say: The first disciples wanted to follow Jesus because they had gotten to know him. 

The more we learn about Jesus, the more we want to follow him. That is why we pray 

and go to Mass and gather for religious education. 

6. Conclude in prayer together that we will continue to know Jesus better and to follow him 

always. Pray together the Glory Be to the Father. 

 

Activities to do at home:  

 *Recognize God’s call!  Talk with your child about times when you know the right thing to do.  

Help them to recognize God’s call in their own lives. 

 *Answer God’s call!  Find something this week to share with your child that is an answer to 

God’s call.  Some examples might be: a response to an estranged friend or relative, a donation to a charity 

mentioned in church or on the news, giving food coupons to a homeless person you see this week. 

 *Love God’s people!  As caregivers to young children, you are answering God’s call in a very 

special way.  Set a good example for them and help them understand how you are called in your particular 

ministries and how you try to answer God. 

 

Prayers of the Faithful; 

We pray for health and peace for the children all over the world.  We pray to the Lord; Lord hear our 

prayer 

We pray for faith to believe in what we may not see.  We pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer. 

We pray for those who are ill and for the caretakers that they may stay safe and feel your presence of 

hope.  We pray to the Lord.  Lord hear our prayer. 

For what else shall we pray 

Glory be to the Father, 

and to the Son, 

and to the Holy Spirit: 

As it was in the beginning, 

is now, 

and ever shall be, 
world without end. 

Amen.  

https://www.loyolapress.com/catholic-resources/prayer/traditional-catholic-prayers/prayers-every-catholic-should-know/glory-be-to-the-father-doxology

